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Dear Parents and Partners of HCS,

A well-respected colleague once told me, “If you focus on the needs of the students and make your 
decisions based on those needs, you will find that you accomplish an awful lot.”

Our focus for the last two years has been on the needs of the students of HCS from an operational and 
systematic perspective and from a very tangible point of view.  Here are just a few things that we have 
accomplished to make the student experience better at HCS.

•  The number of college courses that a HCS student can be dual enrolled in has doubled.  The student 
can leave HCS with up to 36 SUNY undergraduate credits.

•  We have completely gutted our technology infrastructure and invested $280,000 in switches, wireless 
access points, one gig bandwidth, and fiber optic cords to bring our technology up to industry norms.

•  We’ve partnered with HACC to have a historic “Welcome Back Rally.”

•  We’ve partnered with Columbia University to have some of the nation’s best staff developers in 
literacy work with both our students and teachers.

•  We continued to invest in our student’s self-image and development by hosting our first Red Ribbon 
Week to help raise anti-drug and tobacco awareness.

What’s next for HCS?
Author of the New York Times bestselling book The E-Myth,  Michael Gerber says “Systems permit 

ordinary people to achieve extraordinary results predictably.”

The next major steps in moving HCS forward is to operationalize and to systematically enhance the 
areas that have the greatest impact on teaching and learning.  Below are areas of accomplishments and 
where we need to go:

•  Through hard work, teamwork and collaboration we have completely updated and revised the Re-
sponse to Intervention (RtI) Plan, trained teachers and posted it on the website.  Principals continue 
to work with teachers to best serve students.

•  This year, my goal as Superintendent is to create a Superintendent’s Regulation regarding the hir-
ing of all certified and non-certified employees that is consistent with what the highest-performing 
educational organizations follow.

Finally, while HCS has always had impressive outcomes in the region, the creation of a Strategic Plan 
will better position us to consistently give all students a predictable extraordinary experience regardless 
of income level, disability, or test score.  I am thankful to the nearly fifty people who volunteered their 
time and expertise to raise the bar on HCS.

Your Partner in Education,

Dr. Anael Alston
Dr. Anael Alston, Superintendent of Schools
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A Matter of Principal…
submitted from the desk of Bill Dowsland

NJHS Induction
On Monday, October 30th, 13 students were in-

ducted into the National Junior Honor Society and rec-
ognized for their leadership, citizenship, character and 
exceptional scholastic achievement.  The students are: 
Craig Arquiett, Lauren Barker, Taylor Basher, Kiley 
Delaney, Fiona Dosanjh, Noel Duclos, Brady Foster, 
Naomi Meyers, Ethan Nagle, Emily Neuenschwander, 
Eliot Pendleton-Witherspoon, Taylor Taiwo and Pey-
ton Werner.  With the 13 new inductees, the club now 
has 32 members.  Each student will complete 10 hours 
of community service and the entire club will conduct 
Fall & Spring drives to benefit families-in-need both 
in our town and in Madison County. Thank you to Ms. 
White (Advisor) and Mr. Arquiett (guest speaker) for 
a wonderful ceremony.  

The New York State Next  
Generation of Math Standards  
(Revised 2017) include: 
• Moving Standards to Different Grade Levels
• Providing for Students to Explore Standards
• Clarification of Standards
• Adding and Consolidating Standards 
• Maintain Rigorous Math Standards
• Creation of a Glossary of Verbs

Next Generation ELA Standards
In September, New York State adopted Next Genera-

tion Learning Standards for English Language Arts and 
Mathematics that revised and clarified a number of areas 
of the previous standards. Below is a summary of major 
changes to each. 

•  Adding Lifelong Practices for Readers and Writers

•  Merging Reading for Information and Reading for Literature 
Standards

•  Formation of the NYS Early Learning Task Force

•  Revision of Grade-Level Reading Expectations for Text 
Complexity

•  Revision of Writing Standards 

•  Reduction of Anchor Standards from 43 to 28

•  Ensuring Literacy is Included in the Content Areas

I would encourage you to check out the new NYS 
standards which outline text complexity grades 2-12. 

For example, 6-8 graders should be a Lexile level of 
925-1185! The revision of the NYS ELA grade level 
text complexity expectations can be found at: http://
www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/introduction-to-
thenys-english-language-arts-standards.pdf 

New York State Testing Cut to Two 
Days for 3-8 ELA and Math

The big news this school year is New York State 
Education Department (NYSED) is continuing to hear 
feedback from educators and parents alike. One of the 
major changes this school year is going from three (3) 
days of state testing in 3-8 ELA and Math to two (2) 
days. NYSED has made several recent changes based 
on feedback. They include: 
• Removing time limits during the assessments
• Fewer questions on the assessments 
• Test construction is done by NYS teachers 
• Currently assessments scores are NOT related to the 

teacher evaluation process 
• Cleaner score reports for parents 

Additional resources for parents are available on  
engageny.org

The district uses the 3-8 ELA and Math information in 
the following ways:

 •  Curriculum Evaluation
 •  Professional Development Decisions
 •  Part of the criteria to make individual decisions about 

students receiving additional support.
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Congratulations, National Honor Society Students!
NHS Induction Ceremony

The Hamilton Central School chapter of the National Honor Society inducted 19 new members at a ceremony held 
on Wednesday, November 1, 2017.  Superintendent Dr. Anael Alston offered some opening remarks, after which HCS 
Science teacher Barb Orth gave the keynote address to the new inductees and current members. She spoke about her 
experiences and reminded the inductees that life has twists and turns that may change their plans. She also encour-
aged them to work hard and seize opportunities.

President Lauren LaRuffa, vice president Ella Skinner, treasurer Kevin Schult, and secretary Emma Dudrick each 
spoke on the four tenets of the NHS: character, service, scholarship, and leadership. New members were introduced 
by name before Lauren led them in reciting the NHS pledge. NHS adviser Mr. Dan Rains gave some closing remarks 
before the ceremony concluded with some refreshments.

The Hamilton Central School NHS chapter would like to thank Dr. Alston, Mr. Dowsland, HCS faculty and staff, 
and all of the parents for their support!

Congratulations to the new members of the NHS.
New NHS Members:
Candelaria Barrera-Mejia
Tarik Cigeroglu
Colin Fadale
Joseua Figueroa
Erik Geier

Lin Henke
Ryan Hunt
Daniel Jerome
Sara Joerger
Acadia Klepeis

Thomas Larson
Katherine MacPherson
Emily McCann
Rose Porta
Sophie Shiner

Nicholas Swensen
Samuel Williams
Aidan Woods
Alyssa Gronlund
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All-American Sage Hurta
Louisville, KY, Saturday November 18th. Division I Cross Country Champion-

ships.  HCS graduate Sage Hurta finished 32nd out of more than 300 runners. Sage 
has been recognized as an All-American (top 40 are All-American). Her Team, 
University of Colorado, finished third.  Sage was also recognized recently as 1st 
team All-Academic in the PAC 12 carrying a 4.0 GPA.

HCS Art News
At the 69th Annual New York State Art Teacher’s Association Conference this 

year in Binghamton, NY, Ms. Victoria Kowalski and Mr. Ryan Bane were awarded 
the opportunity to present about Art Education to fellow NYS art teachers. Their 
presentation, “Have You Heard of Google Arts and Culture?” encompassed how 
to integrate the Google Cultural Institute, Google Arts and Culture, into the Visual 
Arts curriculum, as well as other content areas such as Social Studies, Science, and 
English Language Arts. During their presentation, Mr. Bane taught the audience 
how to navigate the Google Arts and Culture web platform as well as introduced 
its numerous tools and resources. Ms. Kowalski explained how to utilize specific 
aspects of the website through two lesson plans, one primary and one secondary. 
A faculty member from the  Mattituck-Cutchogue School District on Long Island 
stated, “I must say attending your workshop was my #1 take away for 2017.” 
Mr. Bane and Ms. Kowalski are thankful for the opportunity to have presented at 
NYSATA and are ecstatic about the positive feedback they have received.

Art Students Explore  
Museums in Massachusetts

Studio in Art II and III students were given the 
opportunity to travel with Oneida High School 
students to several art museums in Massachusetts. 
They began with The Clark Institute in William-
stown, then traveled to MASS MoCA (Massachu-
setts Museum of Contemporary Art), and finished 
their first day at the Norman Rockwell Museum in 
Stockbridge, Mass. The group stayed overnight in 
Boston, then toured the Boston Museum of Fine 
Arts, and ended their trip with shopping and food 
at Quincy Market. It was an amazing experience 
for students to see famous paintings, sculptures, 
and historical artifacts that they had only ever 
seen online, in books, or on TV. From contem-
porary installation work to ancient mummies, 
this trip broadened our 
students’  education.  
The Art Department 
is excited to plan its 
next trip!
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Elementary News
Hello HCS Families... 
It is within the spirit of the holiday 

season that I am writing to express 
how grateful I am to serve the el-
ementary students and families of 
the Hamilton community.  I am also 
thankful for the support that HCS 
elementary receives from the scores 
of volunteers throughout the year.  
So many people give of their time, 
energy, and expertise to help make 
HCS Elementary an amazing place 
for learning.  Parents, grandparents, 
former teachers, Colgate students, 
middle and high school students, and 
many community members give their 
time to support after school clubs, 
classrooms, and individual students.  
Also, many other community mem-
bers volunteer on committees that 
indirectly help our students.  The 
Steering Teams, Strategic Planning, 
Interview Teams, PTO, Book Fairs, 
PARP, the Board of Education mem-
bers, are just a few examples of this. 

I am writing to introduce a new vol-
unteer group called “CARTwheels.”  

CARTwheels (Consistent - Advocate 
- Relationship - Trust) is a mentorship 
program pairing community members 
with HCS elementary school students 
who could benefit from a consistent 
helping hand.  With relationship-
building at the core of this program, 
mentors will be asked to build lasting 
relationships that can help students 
become more trusting of others, more 
self-confident, and more resilient.  
The goal of the program is to foster 
and strengthen student self-esteem 
and increase their connection to learn-
ing in the classroom. 

Interested volunteers will be asked 
to fill out a CARTwheels application 
and turn it into the elementary office 
for processing.  Applicants will be 
invited to a screening interview to 
help determine if their level of support 
is consistent with the needs of our 
students.  References will be checked 
and then interested candidates will be 
matched with students.  Because we 
are matching community members 
with students who will need lasting 

relationships, it is important for men-
tors to understand that this will require 
a high level of commitment.  It is our 
hope that this will be a long-lasting 
mentor program that gives students in 
need someone they can truly count on.   

If you feel like you are ready to 
make a difference in a child’s life 
and are willing to commit yourself 
to being a long-term mentor, please 
don’t hesitate to volunteer.  Applica-
tions for CARTwheels can be found 
on our website or can be picked up 
at the school entrance during regular 
school hours.  I am also available to 
answer any questions that you may 
have regarding this program.  I can be 
reached by phone at (315) 824-6330,  
by email at kellis@hamiltoncentral.
org, or by appointment through my 
secretary, Lynda O’Keeffe, at lo-
keeffe@hamiltoncentral.org.

Regards,

Mr. Kevin Ellis
Mr. Kevin Ellis,  
Elementary Principal

Second Grade 
In October, second graders hosted a bake sale and movie 

night fundraiser as part of our Economics Unit in Social 
Studies. Students learned about goods and services, pro-

ducers and consumers and other economics terms. Second 
graders visited businesses in town and learned whether they 
use assembly line or craft production methods to produce 
their goods. They also created flow charts for the goods 
produced. Students chose a local effort that they would 
like to raise money for and then developed and produced 
products, created flyers and set up the bake sale and movie 
night. The effort raised $350 for the future Hamilton Dog 
Park. Best of all, the students had a blast and are prepared 
to be dogged salespeople in the future!

Fourth Grade
Fourth grade Social Studies is all about New York State.  

We started with studying our own area, Madison County.  
Students were excited about locating where they live and 
familiar places in surrounding areas.  Then, we learned 
many facts about New York, including the geography and 
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surrounding states.  Our initial study of New York culmi-
nated in a trip to the New York State Museum in Albany!  
We enjoyed many exhibits about New York, including a 
display of the 911 memorial.  After eating lunch on the 
plaza, we went for a trip to the top of the Corning Tower, 
where you can actually see the Hudson River and where 
the first Dutch settlement was in our state!  

Liberty Kids After School Club Holds 
Community Night 

Liberty Kids is an after school literacy group, led by 
HCS Reading teacher Capri Trivisonno, in which students 
participate in engaging reading and writing activities. 

Colgate students also 
participate by facili-
tating small groups 
and partner reading 
with elementary stu-
dents. 

On November 29th, 
Liberty Kids held a 
Community Night 
from 6:30 to 7:30.  
There was a great 
turnout of students, 
parents, siblings, and 
Colgate volunteers. 
It was great to see 
the students and their 
families interacting 
with their Colgate 
buddies.  Desserts and 
fruit were provided, 

and they played a couple of literacy games.   A great 
time was had by all.   

Thank you to Ms. Trivisonno and all of our Colgate 
students for providing this amazing opportunity for our 
students.

2018-2019 
Universal Pre-Kindergarten
The Hamilton Central School Universal Pre-Kin-

dergarten/Targeted Pre-K program is currently ac-
cepting applications for our 2018-2019 school year.

Children who will be four (4) years of age on or before 
December 1, 2018 are eligible to attend Pre-Kindergarten 
for the 2018-19 school year. Applications can be obtained 
online or from the elementary office.

After PreK registration closes on March 30, 2018, 
all students that are Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) 
eligible are put into a drawing. On April 2, 2018, (25) 
students are randomly (*) pulled out and are designated 

“UPK students”. Because we are UPK funded, we must 
enroll 25 students under this title. UPK eligible students 
must live in the district and be of UPK age (4 years old) 
by December 1, 2018. At this time all registered families 
are notified of their UPK status.

The remaining families (those who were not chosen) 
are then mailed an application to determine if they 
qualify as an economically disadvantaged family. To 
qualify for this, we use the formula of 2x the Reduced 
Price Eligibility Income Chart listed on the Guidelines 
for Free and Reduced Meals (NYS). We have space for 
36 total students (UPK allows up to 18 per classroom) so 
that leaves 11 more spaces to fill. If more families qualify 
for this than there are spaces, those who qualify will go 
into a random drawing. Free and reduced applications 
must be returned by April 9, 2018.  If there are spaces 
available after the targeted economically disadvantaged 
families have been enrolled, all remaining applicants 
will go into a final random drawing to fill the remaining 
spots (36 total). This will take place on April 10, 2018.

All students not chosen will be placed on a waiting list. 
If there is room (36 or less), all students will be accepted 
into our PreK program. Parents will be notified of their 
child’s status as soon as it is made available. 

At the end of the selection process, parents will be 
contacted with an appointment for their child to be 
screened. It is a requirement of all public schools in NYS 
to screen all new entrants. The screening process helps us 
determine the best placement for your child and provides 
a baseline for assessing growth.

*The random selection is done in the presence of an HCS Board of 
Education member and the elementary principal.

2018-2019  
Kindergarten Registration
 Kindergarten registration has begun for the 

2018-2019 school year. Parents of children who 
will be 5 years old by December 1, 2018 are invited 
to visit the Hamilton Central School website under 
“Parents”, “Forms”, or stop by the elementary of-
fice for an application to enroll their child for the 
2018-2019 school year. A copy of your child’s birth 
certificate, official immunization record and proof 
of residency will be required for registration
Please submit Kindergarten applications by Tuesday, 

May 1, 2018, in order to be scheduled for a screening. 
An appointment letter will be sent to you with a day 
and time to bring your child in for screening.
For more information call Lynda O’Keeffe,  

Elementary Secretary, at 315-824-6330.

Elementary News
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IMPORTANT DEADLINE 
TRANSPORTATION REQUESTS

Transportation requests for children attending private, parochial schools or 
places other than their home, for the purpose of day care, in 2018-19 are due to 
the District Office by April 1st.

Postal Customer
Rural Route or Box Holder

2018-19 BUDGET CALENDAR of EVENTS
January 11 Regular BOE Meeting - 6:00 p.m. Preliminary Budget Discussion w/Board of Education

February 8 Regular BOE Meeting - 6:00 p.m. Budget Discussion w/Board of Education

March 1 Petition forms available (online or at District Office) for Board of Education Candidates

March 1 Deadline for Tax Levy Limit to be submitted to NYS Comptroller’s Office

March 8 Regular Board of Education Meeting - 6:00 p.m. Budget Review

March 16 Deadline for submission of petition to be placed on ballot

April TBD Preliminary Budget Hearing - 6:00 p.m. - Possible adoption of 2018-19 Budget

April 16 Petitions for Board of Education candidates are due by 4:00 p.m.

April 17 Regular Board of Education Meeting  6:00 p.m.

April 23 Property Tax Report Card to be submitted to SED

May 1  Budget Newsletter Available

May 2  Mail Budget Newsletter to district residents

May 8  Public Budget Hearing - 6:00 p.m.

May 15 Budget Vote and School Board Elections - Noon to 8:00 p.m. - Bus Garage

May 15 Regular Board of Education Meeting - 6:00 p.m.

Budget Coffees will be held throughout the budget process - dates/times to be determined.


